Ballymoney National School

Mathematics School Plan
Introductory Statement

This policy is a record of practice in our school regarding the teaching and learning of Mathematics.  It was developed by the staff of Ballymoney National School following in-service days, staff planning days and a number of informal staff meetings. Parents in our school will be consulted at Parent Teacher Association Meetings about this policy.

Rationale
This policy was devised to put in place a whole school approach to the teaching and learning of Mathematics and the management and organisation of the subject in our school. It was written in accordance with the Revised Curriculum, to give each child the opportunity to acquire, understand and apply Mathematical skills. Mathematical applications are required in many subjects and through all walks of life.

Relationship to the Characteristic Spirit of the School

Our school aims to develop our children to their full potential.  It is our intention to provide a structured and safe environment that promotes learning and to provide our pupils with the necessary Mathematical skills to live a full life as a child and later as an adult.
Aims

· To develop a positive attitude towards Mathematics and an appreciation of how practical and useful it is. 

· To develop problem-solving abilities and a facility for the application of Mathematics to everyday life.

· To enable the child to use Mathematical language effectively and accurately.

· To enable the child to acquire an understanding of Mathematical concepts and processes to his/her appropriate level of development and ability.

· To enable the child to acquire proficiency in fundamental Mathematical skills and in recalling basic number facts. 
Teacher Planning

Each teacher will plan to:

· Base her work on the 5 strands of the Mathematics curriculum ( Number, Algebra, Shape and Space, Measures and Data)

· Identify key skills, methodologies, learning contexts, linkage and integration.

· Follow whole school approaches to the teaching of tables, Mathematical language and terminology that have been agreed on by the staff.

· Incorporate different organisational settings such as whole class teaching, group work, pair work and individual work.
· Provide for individual needs.

· Incorporate activities to meet the needs of pupils with special needs.

· Complete a ‘Cúntas míosúil’ which will record work done in Mathematics on a monthly basis. 

Classroom Organisation

Early Mathematics activities: 

Pupils in Infants engage in an early Mathematics programme before embarking on a formal Mathematics programme – content included in main body of plan.

Maths area:

Mathematical displays will be mounted during the year and each pupil will have the opportunity to access and use the apparatus and equipment that each strand requires.

Mathematics rich environment:

Charts, work-cards, number lines, displays, equipment, concrete materials, labelling etc. all form part of a Maths rich environment in the classroom.  Mathematical resources are always readily accessible to our pupils in both classrooms and in the junior room this equipment is also used in informal and structured play sessions on a regular basis.

Assessment 

Assessment takes place informally everyday in the classroom through teacher observation and work samples which the children produce.  Class tests are given at the end of the school year.  Feedback is given to parents at annual Parent – Teacher meetings and through end of year reports.  Teachers will meet with parents individually if they are concerned about a child’s progress.  The Sigma – T screening test will be given to pupils from First Class to Sixth Class at the beginning of the school. 
Resources 

Action Maths Children’s text books, teacher books, Big books (Junior and Senior Infants) work cards, posters.

Maths resources on the interactive whiteboard

Number cards 1-10 

Number lines

Counters, beads, string, sorting trays 
Pegs and peg boards 

Dienes blocks and cuisneaire rods

Hundred squares 

Fraction, decimal, percentage walls

Notation boards 

Unifix cubes

Coloured teddies 

Coloured camels and pattern strips 

Number Ladder in yard 1-10 & 2-D shapes drawn on ground in shelter. 

Coloured Links 

Ease boards-number stories 1-10

3-D shapes 

2-D shapes 

Geo boards, tangrams 

Compass

Set Squares 

Balances and weights 

Metre stick, Trundle wheel, height chart, rulers, string, lollipop sticks 

Litre, half litre and quarter litre containers.  Varied collection of containers.

Clocks faces with moveable hands, rubber stamp with clock face

Calendar

Sequencing pictures 

Money – 1 cent to 200 Euro
Selection of dice

CD ROMS & Internet Games 

Adding & Subtracting (ages 5-8)

Counting & Sorting (ages 3-5)

Reading and Counting 

Learning Ladder – maths, reading, writing (Ages -5, 5-7 and 7-8)

Learning Ladder – maths, English,, Science (age 7-8, 8-9, 9-10 and 10-11)

Number train

Number Plane 

Millies Maths House 

Trudy’s Time and Place House 

Mighty Maths Number Heroes 

Table Aliens

Numeracy Connections 

Decimal games 

Fraction games 

Percentage Games 

Mega maths Blaster 

Problem Solving 

Fraction Attraction 

Mental Maths Olympics Year 4 and 5 

Success Criteria 

As teachers, we will discuss practices that are both working well and failing in our classrooms.  Parental feedback will also be vital in helping us establish if we are meeting the aims of our policy.  Standardised tests and teacher devised tests will also give and indication of the strengths and weaknesses of the teaching/learning of Mathematics in our school.

Roles and Responsibilities

This plan was co-ordinated by Lisa Hawkins.  Communication with parents about the progress of their child/children is up to each individual class teacher.

Timeframe for Implementation

This plan was discussed with the Parents at a Parent Teacher Association meeting in November 2004 and then ratified by the Board of Management.  The teaching of the Revised Curriculum for Mathematics is currently up and running in the school.

Time Frame for Review

The plan is due to be reviewed in 2012.
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