Ballymoney National School

Visual Arts Plan

Introductory Statement:

This school policy for Visual Arts was formulated by the staff of Ballymoney National School.  The staff attended two in-service planning days, one was held in Ballymoney N.S.  and the other in Desertserges National School.  Visual Arts planning was discussed at both of these planning days.  Following these planning days and staff discussion this plan was drawn up to conform with the Revised Curriculum.

Rational:
This policy was formulated to help us fulfil the requirements of the Revised Curriculum Statement for Visual Arts.  Visual Arts is recognised as an integral curriculum area in our school.  It aims to provide for creative and aesthetic experiences through exploring, investigating, designing and making in a range of media.  It promotes observation and helps the child to acquire sensitivity to the visual, spatial and tactile world and to aesthetic experience.  It is our wish that the artistic and creative aspects of the child will be recognised and enjoyed through our efforts in this area.  
Relationship to the characteristic Spirit of the school:
Our school aims to develop our children to their full potential.  We recognise that each child is unique and learns in different ways.  The Visual Arts programme gives children a means of expressing themselves, it promotes self-esteem, sensitivity to each others work and mutual respect and co-operation.  Many activities in visual arts will reflect the Christian ethos of the school e.g. drawing/painting pictures reflecting Bible stories, making cribs, crosses etc.
Aims:
The aims of this school policy are outlined as follows;

· To create in our visual arts activities an atmosphere of shared exploration and enjoyment.  To allow a sense of fun and joy to permeate our shared discovery of the elements and aspects of visual arts education.

· To add to the variety of learning experiences in order to enable the child to develop more completely.

· To enable the child to make sense of and express their world in a visible, tangible form.

· To unify the forces in the child’s learning and development – drawing, painting, inventing and constructing can bring together the different elements of the child’s experience from which a whole new experience can develop.

· To explore visual imagery with the child and help him/her record real or imagined feelings.

· To explore and investigate the visual elements of the child’s environment, help them appreciate the nature of things and to channel their curiosity for educational ends.

· To exploit the positive effect purposeful visual arts activities can have on the child’s learning in other areas of the curriculum and to channel the confidence and enjoyment experienced by the child into other learning situations. 

Curriculum Planning:
Strands: Drawing, Paint and Colour, Print, Clay, Construction, Fabric and Fibre

Linkage and integration:

Visual Arts naturally integrates into other subjects. Teachers will endeavour to integrate and link Visual Arts to other curricular areas wherever possible

Multi-Grade Teaching

Visual Arts will be taught to the four classes in each room as a whole, the same art lesson will be taught to all four classes in the room. Where possible and applicable the more senior classes will have scope to develop ideas further or use different techniques that may require more skill. This is particularly applies in the Junior room.

Assessment and Record Keeping

Teachers will continuously assess the children’s learning and their own teaching strategies informally as they observe and discuss work in progress and completes work.  Pupils are encouraged to look at and respond to their own work as well as that of their peers.

Children with Different Needs

· All children are included in the Visual Arts class.

· Art classes will not if possible take place during resource or learning support time

· Art classes should be appropriate  to the children’s ability and age, and adapted to suit individual needs
Teacher Planning:

Each teacher prepares a programme based on the objectives of the six strands: Drawing, Paint & Colour, Fabric & Fibre, Construction and Clay. Through this the pupils will have experience in using a variety of mediums and observe work by a number of artists. The following issues have been discussed: process versus product, using the broad curriculum in a balanced way, making art, integration, use of the environment, looking and responding to Art.

Timetable

Senior Room: 1 hour a week
Junior Room: 1 hour per week plus integrated time.

Resources 

Paint




White paper variety of sizes

Chalk




Coloured paper

Pastels




Sugar paper

Charcoal



Tissue paper

Pencil




Crepe paper

Crayons 



Card

PVA Glue



Cotton wool

Air drying clay 


Wool

Sponges for painting 


Glitter

Miscellaneous items for painting
Mini metallic shapes 

Glitter




Scissors inc. left handed scissors

Foam shapes



Material, needles and thread

Googley eyes



Fabric pieces 

Pipe cleaners 



Paper fasteners 

Paper plates



Lollipop and match sticks

Stencils 



Newspaper

Paint brushes (large, medium & 
Glue brushes 

small)




Glue spatulas

Palettes (6 well)

Plastic containers 

Mixing spoons 

Water containers with safety tops

 for juniors.

Health and Safety Issues for Visual Art
· Each child has an art shirt which he/she wears when painting to protect clothes.

· Plastic containers are used. Glass jars or ceramic plates are not are not used to contain water or paint.

· Pupils are taught how to carry scissors correctly.

· Pupils are asked not to walk around the classroom with wet paintings, paintbrushes or water unless instructed to do so by their teacher.

· Pupils wash their hands well after art class.

· Furniture is arranged to suit the lesson.

Staff Development

Teachers will be made aware of any opportunities for further professional development through participation in courses available in education centres or other venues.

Parental Involvement

Parents may be asked to support their children by helping them in Art activities such as competitions. Parents are encouraged to visit any art exhibitions where the children’s work may be on display. Parents and children may be asked to collect reusable items for art classes.

Community Links
Where possible, members of the community will be brought into the school to work with or talk to the children. Every effort will be made to enter local art competitions or create displays for local churches or events.

Success criteria:

The aim of this plan is to enhance the teaching, learning and understanding of visual art in our school. How will we know that we are reaching our aims?

· Teachers should plan their year’s work based on the school plan

· Procedures outlined in the plan should be consistently followed.

· Feedback from teachers, pupils and parents indicate the success of the plan

· Teacher observation should indicate if the plan has enhanced pupil’s learning.
Implementation

(a)Roles and responsibilities: Both teachers will support, develop and implement the plan.

(b) Implementation: This plan was first implemented in January 2004

Review:

It will be necessary to review this plan every two years to ensure the optimum implementation of the Visual Arts curriculum in the school.

Ratification and Communication.

This plan was reviewed in January 2012
This plan will be reviewed again by the Board of Management in 2014.

Chairperson’s Signature _______________________  

Date ________________________

