Geography Plan

Ballymoney National School

Introductory statement and Rationale:

(a) Introductory Statement
       This policy was formulated by the staff of Ballymoney National 

School following two days in-service provided by PCSP.  The principal and class teacher were involved through a process of action planning, research and guided discussion in drawing up this plan for our school.

(b) Rationale:

· To conform with the principles outlined in the Revised Geography Curriculum 1999.

· To benefit teaching and learning in our school.

· To provide a coherent approach to the teaching of geography across the whole school.

· To conform with legislation
· The distinct role Geography plays in SESE is one of helping the child understand and appreciate the physical and human features of their immediate and wider environments.
Aims:

We endorse the aims of the SESE Geography curriculum as outlined in the Geography Curriculum P. 14:

· To develop knowledge and understanding of local, regional and wider environments and their interrelationships

· To encourage an understanding and appreciation of the variety of natural and human conditions on the Earth

· To develop empathy with people from diverse environments and an understanding of human interdependence

· To develop the ability to use a range of communicative methods, especially those concerned with the development of graphicacy

· To encourage the development of a sense of place and spatial awareness

· To encourage the development of caring attitudes and responsible behaviour towards the environment, and involvement in the identification, discussion, resolution and avoidance of environmental problems

· To develop an understanding of appropriate geographical concepts

· To continue to recycle and reduce our energy consumption

· To review our current geography resources and buy more

Relationship to Characteristic Spirit of the School:

Among its most important contributions to the education of the child, geography

· Answers the child’s need to explore and understand the world around him/her

· Equips the child with a range of skills and concepts enabling him/her to explore and record natural and human features and interactions in local and wider contexts in a systematic way 

· Helps the child to develop a sense of his/her own place and thus contributes to the child’s self identity

· Fosters the child’s sense of local regional, national, European and global citizenship

· Develops an empathy with others and an appreciation of peoples from a diversity of cultural, ethnic, social and religious backgrounds

Content of Plan:

The strands can be viewed on the relevant pages of the history curriculum:
Junior & Senior Infants: p. 24 – 27

1st & 2nd Class: p. 38 – 43

3rd & 4th Class: p. 54 - 61

5th & 6th Class: p 72 - 84

1.1 Children’s Ideas:

Children’s ideas are very important starting points for a lot of geographic activity.  Different strategies are used to find out what children know already. These include play, talk and discussion, questioning, listening, problem solving tasks, teacher designed tests and tasks and concept mapping.  Children are encouraged to ask questions and discuss ideas.

1.2 Classroom management:

· Teachers should ensure that children have the opportunity to work individually and in different group settings.

· Children should have access to all materials that are needed. 

· Opportunities should be given to the children to share ideas and communicate their findings.

· Opportunities should be given to children to display models or projects and present findings to others. 

1.3 Key Methodologies:

We plan to use the key methodologies of the Primary Curriculum in the teaching of Geography :

· Active learning

· Problem solving

· Developing skills through content

· Talk and discussion

· Co-operative learning

· Use of the environment.

A variety of methods will be employed for the organising of learning and the teaching of geography.  The methods the teacher employs to manage the geography lesson will depend on the number of children in the class, the resources available, the space available, the activities that are planned and the teacher’s methodological preferences. The methodologies chosen by the teacher should enable the children to work geographically in a variety of contexts, to undertake practical activities and to tackle open-ended problems and investigations.  Activities will be adapted and modified where necessary to meet the needs of all children in the class.

Methodologies include:

· Whole class work

· Small group work 

· Individual work on chosen topics 

· Use of the environment 

· Active learning 

· Problem solving

· The investigative approach 

· The teacher-directed approach

1.4 Linkage and Integration:

Where possible geography will be integrated into other subjects.  Teachers will endeavour to integrate and link geography in the following ways:

· Within geography – strands and strand units can be linked to provide the opportunity for simultaneous development of skills. 

· Within SESE- many opportunities arise for integration to be made between science and geography. There is also a close alignment of skills used in all S.E.S.E subjects.  Integration will be made where possible. 

· With other curricular areas such as English, S.P.H.E., maths, visual arts, language, drama and R.E.

1.5 Using the Environment:

The immediate school grounds are frequently used to support the geography curriculum – for example: measuring seasonal changes, compost bin. Outside the school gate is a narrow road, this leads up to a farmhouse and the old parish church and graveyard.  This road has very little traffic and is safe for nature walks.  The village of Ballineen is in walking distance of the school.  The river Bandon flows past the school.  Pupils are given every opportunity to observe the immediate environment. Attention is drawn to the wider environment through school trips. Through the use of books, videos, teacher’s personal experience and children’s travels the children are made aware of the wider global environment.  In the junior classroom a Bear called Tom has on occasions sailed around the world with friends, e-mails and postcards have been sent to the children to follow his journey.  Projects such as this are beneficial to the children.  Any local events, which are considered beneficial, will be incorporated into the year’s work.  To take a class on an outing permission must be given by the Principal and parents.  


We model good environmental practices in the school by recycling paper, plastics, cardboard etc.  We ask children to bring in cereal boxes and egg cartons for use in the school. Cans are collected in the school.  Energy efficient light bulbs are used where possible.  

1.6 Multi-Grade Teaching 

The use of an integrated approach within SESE and the broader curriculum will facilitate blocks of time to be utilised in an efficient way and will be particularly useful to our multi class situation. We will differentiate the work for the different ages by setting tasks for the older children that will demand more complexity in terms of content, process and outcome.

We will provide resources for each class level so that they can work independently as another class level is being attended to. 

1.7 Balance between knowledge and skills:

See attached for list of skills at each class level.

2 Assessment – Looking at children’s work

Children’s knowledge, skills and attitudes in Geography are assessed through the following methods:

· Teacher observation 

· Teacher designed tasks and tests

· Portfolios and projects
3 Children with Different needs 

This Geography programme aims to meet the needs of all the children in the school.  This will be achieved by teachers varying the pace, content and methodologies to insure learning for all pupils.  The requirements of children with special needs will be taken into account where possible when planning class lessons and related activities.

· Activities are adapted or modified so that all children have the opportunity to participate. 

· Work cards/sheets are adapted to suit children of all abilities. 

· Children are given the opportunity to work independently, thus challenging the more able children and enabling the teacher to help those less able. 

· Computer programmes are used so children can work at their own pace at different levels. 

· In the past children have attended science programmes with the Centre for Talented Youth, this is open for any child who wishes to apply. 

4 Equality of participation and access 

· Equal opportunities are given to boys and girls to participate in geography in each class. 

· Through the geography programme opportunities are used to broaden the children’s understanding of other cultures and environments.  

· All children have access to services, facilities and amenities in the school environment. 

· If the need arises, provisions for children with physical difficulties will be made so that they can access the geography curriculum.

Organisation:

1 Timetable:

As per curriculum guidelines
-
SESE
Infants 2 hours 15 minutes







1st – 6th Classes 3 hours

On occasion, time will be blocked as appropriate. This might occur when 

· working on a integrated project

· exploring the local environment

Teachers will use discretionary curriculum time (2 hours per week) for SESE as appropriate.

2 Resources and equipment:

Our geography resources are currently under review.

· Local library

· School library

· Artefacts brought in by children/parents

· Globe

· Maps

· Relevant software

· Aerial photographs

· Visitors

· Useful Websites –

	Primary Curriculum Support Programme
	www.pcsp.ie

	School Development Planning Support
	www.sdps.ie

	Irish National Teachers Organisation
	www.into.ie

	National Council for Curriculum and Assessment
	


5 Safety

· Teachers will consult the Principal whenever it is proposed to engage in fieldwork.

· During practical work teachers will be aware of the safety implications of any exploratory or investigative work to be undertaken. Successful and enjoyable investigations require sensible planning, good supervision and adherence to safety rules.

· Outdoor work will be based in areas that are accessible for children, teachers and helpers and that are safe. Preliminary visits by teachers to the site will be necessary to identify potential hazards. If there are apparent dangers then a more suitable habitat will be selected for study. Habitat studies involve children in working with plants and animals, and teachers will be made aware that some children may be allergic to some animals and plants.

· We will consult   our school safety statement   for advice on safety during such activities
6 Homework

Geography is occasionally given as homework.  A range of skills are used in homework exercises such as observation, discussion, investigation and recording.

7 Individual Teachers planning and reporting:

· Each teacher will plan their work in accordance with this school plan.

· Planning will be under the strand headings Living Things, Energy and Forces, Materials, Environmental awareness and care ensuring that 

Each strand is covered in each class every year. 

8 Staff Development

Teachers will be made aware of any opportunities for further professional development through participation in courses available in education centres or other venues.

9 Parental Involvement 

Parents with special relevant knowledge may be invited into school to speak to children. Parents may be asked to help supervise on school trips.   Parents are asked to support the children in their homework especially for activities such as collecting items, observing, discussing and designing and making.

10 Community Links 

Where possible, members of the community will be brought into the school, to work with or talk to the children.  Every effort will be made to attend geography exhibitions that are held locally and to enter local competitions.

Success Criteria

The aim of this plan is to enhance the teaching, learning and understanding of geography in our school.  How will we know that we are reaching our aims?

· Teachers should plan their year’s work based on this plan.

· Procedures outlined in this plan should be consistently followed.

· Feedback from teachers, pupils and parents indicate the success of the plan. 

· Teacher observation and testing should indicate if the plan has enhanced pupils learning. 

Implementation:
(a) Roles and responsibilities 

Both teachers, Shireen Rountree and Lisa Hawkins will support, develop and implement the plan. 

Review:

It will be necessary to review this plan to ensure the optimum implementation of the geography curriculum in the school and to add to the list of resources in the school. 

Ratification and communication

This plan was reviewed by the Board of Management on 4th December 2013. It is next due to be reviewed in 2016.
Reviewed by the Board of Management:

Chairperson’s signature: 


          Date: 



