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Ballymoney NS Whole School English Policy

Introductory Statement 
This whole school plan for English was formulated in consultation with the teaching staff of Ballymoney N.S. 

Rationale 
This plan was devised to reflect the curricular changes which have taken place in recent years and the impact these new departures have had on our school approach and practices to the teaching of English. All staff have fully engaged with both in-person and online training days and webinars provided by the PDST and Oide on the New Primary Language Curriculum. This plan is also designed to reflect the Preparation for Teaching and Learning - Guidance for All Primary and Special Schools publication, April 2021. 

Whole School Approach 
We endeavour to provide our pupils with a consistent approach to the teaching of Literacy as they develop through the school. Each Strand of the Primary Language Curriculum is a broad area for teaching and learning, so utilising linkage, integration and complementary approaches from both within Literacy delivery and from other subject areas, is a key tool we aim to employ. 
While English schemes from publishing companies are not the sole source or resource to aid teachers with their instruction, they do help by providing a consistent and structured guide which can ensure all strands and elements of this broad curriculum are taught. As a staff, we reviewed the main English/Literacy teaching schemes in the school. No one scheme caters adequately for the needs of learners from Junior Infants through to Sixth Class. For that reason, we have adapted the following schemes:
	Infants/First and Second 
	Jolly Phonics
Letterland
Oxford Reading Tree
Word Wise
Ready, Steady, Write
Read at Home
Class novels

	Third/Fourth/Fifth/Sixth 
	Exercise your English
Just Grammar
English in Practice
Spellbound
My Read at Home
Gill -  Story Books
Class Novels, audiobooks, magazines, newspapers
Debating



We are using the Jolly Phonics programme from Junior Infants to Second Class to enhance the competence and confidence in phonics and blending, which will enable development in reading and writing. 
To further develop English comprehension, we are using the Building Bridges of Understanding programme which outlines the various Comprehension Strategies pupils can employ to assist their understanding.  
We use the PDST developed First Steps approach to enhance the teaching of the writing process and the genres of writing. This too is reinforced by both English schemes. 


Vision 
It is our vision to create a school where our pupils will communicate, read and write with and for each other, staff, parents/carers, visitors and the wider school community with clarity, confidence, fluency and respect. 

Aims 
We aim, through this plan, drawn up in accordance with the Primary Language Curriculum, to set out our approach to language teaching. This plan will form the basis for teachers’ long and short-term planning. It will also inform new teachers of the approaches and methodologies used in our school. 
We endorse the aims of the New Primary Language Curriculum, which are presented in 3 groups. The Primary Language Curriculum, and this whole-school plan, aims to support teachers to: 
1. Children and their Lives 
● enable children to build on prior knowledge and experience of language to enhance their language learning 
● encourage children of different languages and cultures to be proud of and share their heritage 
● recognise the wide variation in experience, ability and language style which children bring to language learning in school as a first step in enabling them to engage in relevant and meaningful communicative relationships. 

2. Children’s communications and connections with others 
● embrace children’s uniqueness by nurturing their appreciation of their home language, their understanding of language and diversity, and their ability to use different languages, gestures and tools to communicate with people in a variety of contexts and situations. 
● encourage and enable children to communicate effectively in both the first and second language of the school and to communicate in their heritage language for a variety of purposes. 
● enable children to fully engage with and enjoy a wide range of relevant and meaningful linguistic and communicative experiences with peers and adults. 

3. Children’s language learning and development 
● promote a positive disposition towards communication and language by fostering within children a lifelong interest in and a love of language learning for personal enjoyment and enrichment 
● broaden children’s understanding of the world through a rich variety of language experiences and through fostering an awareness and appreciation of other languages and cultures in an enriching learning environment 
● encourage children to engage personally with and think critically about a broad range of spoken, gesticulated, written texts 
● support children to develop their literacy skills and enable them to progress at their own learning pace in oral language, reading and writing 
● nurture within children an awareness of language, allowing them to appreciate and understand the content and structure of languages and acquire a basic understanding of the history of languages and other cultures. 


Curriculum Planning
Strands and Elements 
The following table sets out the Strands and Elements of the Primary Language Curriculum: 
Element 1: Communicating
	Strand: 
	Learning Outcome: 

	Oral Language 
	Engagement, listening and attention (intentionality, verbal memory) 
Social conventions and awareness of others (relevance, turn-taking, extra- and paralinguistic skills) 

	Reading 
	Engagement (intentionality) 
Motivation and choice (relevance) 

	Writing 
	Engagement (intentionality) 
Motivation and choice (relevance, purpose, audience) 



Element 2: Understanding 
	Strand: 
	Learning Outcome: 

	Oral Language 
	Sentence structure and grammar (syntax, morphology) 
Acquisition and use of oral vocabulary (semantics, verbal memory, articulation skills) 
Demonstration of understanding (semantics) 

	Reading 
	Conventions of print (meaning and understanding of text/illustration) 
Phonological and phonemic awareness 
Phonics and word recognition (alphabetic principle, word identification strategies) 
Reading vocabulary (semantics) 

	Writing 
	Conventions of print and sentence structure (syntax) 
Spelling 
Vocabulary (semantics) 



Element 3: Exploring and Using 
	Strand: 
	Learning Outcome: 

	Oral Language 
	Requests and questions
Categorisation
Retelling and elaborating (narrative text and response)
Playful and creative use of language (aesthetic dimension of language)
Information giving, explanation and justification (expository text)
Description, prediction and reflection

	Reading 
	Purpose, genre and voice (awareness of author’s purpose)
Comprehension (comprehension, text organisational structure and fix-up strategies)
Fluency and self-correction (accuracy, fluency and meaning)

	Writing 
	Purpose, genre and voice (sense of voice, aesthetic dimension of text)
Writing process (using processes, structures and language register)
Response and author’s intent (author’s purpose and responding)
Handwriting (legibility)





Approaches in our School 
1. Oral Language 
Learning Outcomes for Oral Language 
· See Page 22 of the Primary Language Curriculum 
Whole School Strategies for Oral Language 
· Assemblies: 
· Regular whole school assemblies 
· Appropriate and respectful language is modelled 
· Good listening and appropriate responses are encouraged 
· Common social functions are taught 
· Positive non-verbal behaviour is encouraged 

· Yard: 
· Using words to communicate and solve problems 
· Model positive and respectful language 
· Use of Restorative Practice Questions 

· School Related Functions: 
· Greetings in different languages displayed around the school
· Etiquette for children visiting classes 
· School Tours

· Role Play: 
· We use a thematic approach for role play and ensure that an oral language/role play station is included in the classroom.

Timetable for Oral Language 
▪ Oral language lessons daily: discreet lessons/formal lessons/informal language use 

Some Activities/Methodologies currently used for Oral Language 
The following skills will be modelled and taught in our school at all class levels: 
	▪ Using words for common social functions in a polite and respectful manner (ongoing, daily) 

	▪ Communicating to meet personal needs (ongoing, daily) 

	▪ Listening (rhymes, jingles, riddles, listening activities, bingo, news) 

	▪ Recalling (re-telling stories, class trips/visits, news) 

	▪ Naming (name, address, days, months, seasons, family members, things you need for/find in) 

	▪ Categorising and classifying (people, places, family, clothes, weather, animals, food, pets) 

	▪ Describing (colour, shape, feelings, characters) 

	▪ Denoting Position (orientation-left/right, relational-under/beside/behind/on/in) 

	▪ Sequencing (alphabet, days, months, seasons, times of day, sequencing words) 

	▪ Reasoning (relational words-because/but, problem solving-what shall I do? 20 questions, proverbs) 

	▪ Giving instructions and directions (how do we make a cup of tea/go to the shop?) 

	▪ Reporting (reporting back from a group activity or project) 

	▪ Speaking out clearly (on going, daily) 

	▪ Predicting (hear part of a story, what do you think will happen next? picture sequences) 

	▪ Projecting/empathising (picture/story, how do you think they are feeling? How would you feel if I?) 

	▪ Imagining (a new planet, a newly discovered species of animal) 

	▪ Questioning (20 questions, the Yes/No game show) 

	▪ Interpreting and using appropriate nonverbal language 

	▪ Taking turns in speaking and listening (circle-time, news time) 

	▪ Showing tolerance for views of others (circle-time, debating) 

	▪ Think Talk time (thinking and talking about questions of a philosophical nature to develop critical-thinking) 



Resources/Methodologies for Oral Language 
● See each class level 
Teacher’s planning for Oral Language 
● New vocabulary is displayed in the classrooms. Role play words are displayed with pictorial clues (Infant classes). Synonyms are encouraged to be used to teach new vocabulary e.g. good, great, fantastic. 
● Key vocabulary for pupils is identified for all subject areas and listed in teachers’ short-term planning.


2. Reading 
Learning Outcomes for Reading 
● See Page 26 of the Primary Language Curriculum 

Aims for Reading 
In the area of reading development we aim to: 
● promote positive attitudes and develop the appreciation of reading 
● develop print awareness, an understanding of the purpose of print, and a control over the different ways meaning is derived from print 
● develop a range of reading skills and abilities that would include phonemic awareness, word identification strategies and a growing sight vocabulary 
● develop an appropriate range of comprehension strategies to help interpret text beyond the literal level (prediction, inference, etc.) 
● develop an awareness of the richness and diversity of reading material reading from a variety of texts of gradually increasing complexity 
● engage in and enjoy sustained silent reading 
● enhance emotional and imaginative development through reading 
● develop cognitive ability and the capacity to clarify thinking through reading 
● Use the school library to increase fluency and interest in books. 
● Use explicit instruction of reading skills and strategies to enable at-risk children to participate more fully in literary experiences. 

Whole School Initiatives for Reading 
● Book Week 
● World Book Day 
● Poetry Day Ireland 
● Daily D.E.A.R. time 
● Study of Authors and Visiting Authors 
● Visits from and to Local library 
● Team Teaching focus on Reading Skills 

Resources/Methodologies for Reading 
● See each class level 


Supplementary Resources for Reading 
· Big Books 
· School Library 
· Local Library 
· Library Bus
· Free Little Library
· Poetry Books 
· Rhyme Books 
· Story Books 
· Fairy Tales 
· Books of Myths and Legends 
· Scrapbooks 
· Posters 
· Interactive whiteboard resources 
· Games 
· Activities 

School Library 
We have a well-stocked class library in each classroom. Books are sourced to reflect the diversity of our school population and the wider world. Books of various different languages are also available. Each pupil visits the library bus every fortnight with their class. 
The children are encouraged to borrow books from the school library. The Free Little Library encourages the pupils to share their books and gives access to books for those who cannot access the local library.

Rhymes 
Children in Infant classes will learn one Nursery Rhyme per week - See Nursery Rhyme Scheme (Infant level).

Poetry 
Children are provided with frequent opportunities to experience poetry and are encouraged to respond to it in different ways. Children are given opportunities to write poetry after teacher modelling and immersion in the genre. Children are given the opportunity to display and read poetry. A poem may also be used as a stimulus for discussion and integrated with Art/SESE/Religion.

Story 
The children will explore the following types of story between Infants and Second class: Fairy Tales, Fables, Myths and Legends. Picture books should not only be used merely as storybooks but as a meaningful context for teaching sight-words, phonics, fluency, comprehension, concepts of print, phonological awareness and critical thinking. Novels will be used from First to Sixth class and will be integrated with SESE and SPHE where possible. 
Phonological Awareness & Phonics 
Phonological Awareness and Phonics is an integral part of the acquisition of the English language and a huge emphasis is placed on its importance in the early school years. The school uses the Jolly Phonics scheme primarily to teach phonics. 

Phonological Awareness Methodologies: 
● Rhyming Awareness 
● Word Awareness 
● Syllabic Awareness 
● Phonemic Awareness - Isolation of initial/final/medial sounds 
● Blending 
● Segmenting 
● Manipulation 
● Look and Say 

Alphabet 
Reciting the alphabet will be taught in Junior and Senior Infants. Children will be asked to say the alphabet starting and stopping at different intervals to promote familiarity. Awareness of vowels will be taught from Junior Infants. 

Sight Words 
Sight words are taught as Tricky Words in Junior and Senior Infants as part of the Jolly Phonics programme. High frequency words are taught in the junior classroom. The sight word is taught in isolation initially before being taught in context. 

Reading Comprehension 
Comprehension Strategies are taught using the Building Bridges of Understanding Programme. 

3. Writing
Learning Outcomes for Writing
See the learning outcomes for writing on p. 53 of the Primary Language Curriculum

Curriculum Alignment
The English Writing Policy is grounded in the NPLC’s three strands:
Strand 1: Communicating
Children learn to write for a variety of audiences and purposes, developing voice, fluency, and confidence.
Strand 2: Understanding the Content and Structure of Language
Children develop awareness of grammar, vocabulary, spelling, and text structure through meaningful writing experiences.
Strand 3: Exploring and Using Language
Children engage in creative, playful, and exploratory writing that supports imagination, critical thinking, and personal expression.
Learning outcomes are applied flexibly, acknowledging that children progress at different rates and that writing development is non‑linear.

Approaches to Teaching Writing

A Balanced Writing Programme
The school provides a broad writing experience that includes:
· Modelled writing (teacher demonstrates writing decisions)
· Shared writing (teacher and pupils compose together)
· Guided writing (small‑group instruction)
· Independent writing (personal, functional, and creative)
· Writing across the curriculum (SESE, SPHE, Maths, Arts)

Writing as a Process
Children engage in the full writing process:
1. Generating ideas
2. Planning and organising
3. Drafting
4. Revising and editing
5. Publishing and sharing

Genre-Based Writing
Children experience a wide range of genres, including:
· Narrative
· Recount
· Report
· Explanation
· Persuasion
· Procedural writing
· Poetry and personal writing
Genres are revisited regularly to support spiral learning.

Oral Language as a Foundation for writing
Oral language is used to:
· rehearse ideas
· build vocabulary
· structure thinking
· support collaborative planning
Talk is central to writing development.

Differentiation and Inclusion
In line with the NPLC and Universal Design for Learning (UDL), writing instruction is differentiated through:
· Flexible grouping
· Choice of writing tools (digital, handwriting, voice‑to‑text)
· Scaffolded writing frames
· Vocabulary supports (word banks, sentence starters)
· Visual supports (graphic organisers, storyboards)
· Alternative formats (lists, diagrams, captions, oral recordings)
Children with additional needs receive targeted support through the Continuum of Support.

Spelling, Grammar, and Handwriting
Spelling
Spelling is taught through:
· phonological awareness
· phonics
· spelling patterns
· morphology (prefixes, suffixes, root words)
· high‑frequency words
· personal spelling lists
Spelling is embedded in meaningful writing rather than taught in isolation.

Grammar and Language Awareness
Grammar is taught in context, supporting children to:
· construct clear sentences
· use punctuation effectively
· expand vocabulary
· understand text structure
Mini‑lessons are used to address specific needs arising from children’s writing.

Handwriting
The school promotes:
· legible, fluent handwriting
· correct pencil grip and posture
· consistent letter formation
· gradual transition to joined writing from 1st class onwards (where appropriate)
Digital writing tools are used alongside handwriting.

Assessment of Writing
Assessment is ongoing and varied:
Formative Assessment
· teacher observation
· conferencing
· feedback (oral and written)
· success criteria
· self‑assessment and peer assessment

Summative Assessment
· writing samples
· standardised assessments (where applicable)
Assessment focuses on progress, not perfection, and reflects the NPLC’s emphasis on growth over time.

Feedback
Feedback is:
· timely
· specific
· encouraging
· focused on one or two key improvement points
· aligned with learning intentions and success criteria
Pupil‑friendly rubrics and checklists are used to support independence.

Writing Environment
The school fosters a rich writing culture through:
· writing displays
· class anthologies
· author’s chair sessions
· writing celebrations
· cross‑curricular writing opportunities
· access to high‑quality texts as models

Digital Literacy
Digital tools support writing through:
· drafting and editing
· publishing
· multimodal composition
· collaborative writing
· assistive technology
Digital literacy is integrated in line with the NPLC and the Digital Strategy for Schools.

Roles and Responsibilities
Teachers
· Plan for writing across the curriculum
· Provide explicit instruction and modelling
· Use assessment to inform teaching
· Create inclusive writing environments
· Engage in regular CPD
· Support consistent whole school approaches

Pupils
· Engage actively in the writing process
· Reflect on their writing
· Set personal writing goals

Parents/Guardians
· Encourage writing at home
· Support reading as a foundation for writing

11. Review
This policy will be reviewed as required, or earlier if required by curriculum updates or school development planning.
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