Ballymoney National School

History Plan
Introductory Statement and Rationale

(a) Introductory Statement

This policy was formulated by the staff of Ballymoney National School. The staff was involved through a process of action planning, research and guided discussion in drawing up this plan for our school.
(b) Rationale

To conform with the principles outlined in the History Curriculum.
To benefit teaching and learning in our school.

To provide a coherent approach to the teaching of history across the whole school.
To conform with legislation.
Aims

We endorse the aims of the Revised Curriculum for history as outlined in the History Curriculum p. 12.
· To develop an interest in and curiosity about the past

· To make the child aware of the lives of women, men and children in the past and how people and events have had an impact upon each other

· To develop an understanding of the concepts of change and continuity

· To provide for the acquisition of concepts and skills associated with sequence, time and chronology, appropriate to the developmental stages of the child

· To allow the child to encounter and use a range of historical evidence systematically and critically

· To provide opportunities for the child to communicate historical findings and interpretations in a variety of ways

· To foster sensitivity to the impact of conservation and change within local and wider environments

· To help the child recognise and examine the influences of the past on the attitudes and behaviour of people today

· To foster a willingness to explore personal attitudes and values and to promote an openness to the possibility of changing one’s own point of view

· To encourage the child to recognise how past and present actions, events and materials may become historically significant

· To enable the child to acquire a balanced appreciation of cultural and historical inheritances from local, national and global contexts.

Curriculum Planning

We will follow the strands and strand units as outlined in the SPHE Curriculum, the relevant pages of each band are listed below.

Junior & Senior Infants: p. 19 – 20 of the History Curriculum

1st & 2nd Class: p. 27 – 31 of the History Curriculum

3rd & 4th Class: p. 42 – 50 of the History Curriculum

5th & 6th Class: p. 62 – 71 of the History Curriculum

Skills and Concepts Development

We plan to develop each pupil’s skill to work as a historian by developing the following concepts:
· Time and chronology

· Change and continuity

· Cause and effect

· Using evidence

· Synthesis and communication

· Empathy
Approaches and Methodologies

One of the keys to successful history teaching is the use of a broad range of classroom approaches and methodologies. Each class and teacher is unique and some methods will suit particular topics better than others. The methods the teacher employs to manage the history lesson will depend on the number of children in the class, the resources available, the space available, the activities that are planned and the teacher’s methodological preferences. Activities will be adapted and modified where necessary to meet the needs of all the children in the class. The following are some of the methodologies and approaches which are used in Ballymoney N.S.

· Story

· Drama and role play

· Oral evidence

· Documentary evidence

· Using ICT

· Personal and Family History

· Using Artifacts

· Pictures and photographs

· Use of the local environment

· Time Lines

· Thematic approach

· Integration with other subjects

Linkage and Integration 

Where possible, history will be integrated into other subjects. Teachers will endeavour to integrate and link history in the following ways:
· Within history – strand and strand units can be linked to provide the opportunity for simultaneous development of skills.

· Within SESE or between history and other subject areas – such as maths and oral language development.
· Using a broad-based theme or topic

Multi-Grade Teaching

The use of an integrated approach within SESE and the broader curriculum will facilitate blocks of time to be utilized in an efficient way and will be particularly useful to our multi class situation. We will differentiate the work for the different ages by setting tasks for the older children that will demand more complexity in terms of content, process and outcome. We will provide resources for each class level so that they can work independently as another class level is being attended to.

Assessment and Record Keeping 

Children’s values, attitudes and responsibilities in History are assessed through the following methods:

· Teacher observation

· Teacher designed tasks and tests

· Projects
Children with Different Needs

This history programme aims to meet the needs of all the children in the school. This will be achieved by teachers varying the pace, content and methodologies to ensure learning for all pupils. The requirements of children with different needs will be taken into account where possible when planning class lessons and related activities.

· Activities are adapted or modified so that all children have the opportunity to participate.

· Work cards/sheets are adapted to suit children of all abilities.

· Children are given the opportunity to work independently, thus challenging the more able children enabling the teacher to help those less able.

Equality of Participation and Access

· Equal opportunities are given to boys and girls to participate in history in each class.
· Through the history programme, opportunities are used to broaden the children’s understanding of other cultures and environments.
· All children have access to services, facilities and amenities in the school environment.

· If the need arises, provisions for children with physical difficulties will be made so that they can access the history curriculum.

Organisational Planning

Timetable

As per curriculum guidelines – SESE: Infants - 2 hours 15 minutes
                                                             1st – 6th Class – 3 hours

On occasion, time will be blocked as appropriate. This might occur when
· Working on an integrated project

· Exploring the local environment or visiting a museum
Teachers will use discretionary curriculum time (2 hours per week) for SESE as appropriate. 

Resources and ICT

Some of the history resources used in our school include:

· Old photographs

· Useful Websites 

· Local Library

· School Library

· Novels

· Artifacts brought in by children / parents

· Maps

· Relevant software

· Digital Camera

· Tape Recorder

· Old Roll Books

· Visitors

· Textbooks

Health and Safety
· Teachers will consult the principal whenever it is proposed to engage in fieldwork.

· Outdoor work will be based in areas that are accessible for children, teachers and helpers and that are safe. Preliminary visits by teachers to the site will be necessary to identity potential hazards.

· We will consult our school safety statement for advice on safety.

Individual Teachers’ Planning and Reporting

Each teacher will plan their work in accordance with this school plan.
Planning will be under the following strand headings: 

· Local Studies,

· Story

· Early people and ancient societies

· Life, society, work and culture in the past

· Eras of change and conflict

· Politics, conflict and society

· Continuity and change over time
The cuntas miosuil will record the work done in History classes.
Staff Development

Teachers will be made aware of any opportunities for further professional development through participation in courses available in education centres or other venues.

Parental Involvement

Parents with special relevant knowledge may be invited into school to speak to children. Parents may be asked to help supervise on school trips. Parents are asked to support their children in their homework especially for activities that involve working as a historian such as interviewing older people, finding artifacts, and using documentary evidence.
Community Links

Where possible, members of the community will be brought into the school, to work with or talk to the children. Every effort will be made to attend history exhibitions that are held locally.
Places of historic interest
Our locality has many places of historic interest such as Ballymoney Church and graveyard, the old rectory, St. Paul’s Parish Centre, the bridge across the Bandon River, the old market (Hennessy’s Garage), the Methodist Church, Castle Bernard, the Mill in Murragh, the old school house in Ian Eady’s field, the castle at Kilcascan Castle. We will use these places of historic interest when we are covering the strand ‘Local Studies’.


There are also many places of historic interest in Cork which we may be suitable to visit on school tours. 

Success Criteria

The aim of this plan is to enhance the teaching, learning and understanding of history in our school. How will we know that we are reaching our aims?
· Teachers should plan their year’s work based on the plan.

· Procedures outlined in this plan should be consistently followed.

· Feedback from teachers, pupils and parents indicate the success of the plan.

· Teacher observation and testing should indicate if the plan has enhanced pupils’ learning.

· Inspector’s suggestions and reports

Implementation

(a) Roles and Responsibilities

Both teachers will support, develop and implement the plan.

Review
It will be necessary to review this plan to ensure the optimum implementation of the history curriculum in the school.

Ratification and Communication

This plan was reviewed on 4th December 2013. It is due to be reviewed in 2016.
Chairperson’s Signature: 






Date: 




