Ballymoney National School

Homework Policy

Homework is an integral link in the chain of communication between school and home.  Parents can monitor the progress of their children through continual reference to Homework diaries and liaison with teachers.  

Aims and Objectives

The primary objectives of homework are –

· To consolidate learning through reinforcement of class work

· To enable the children develop a sense of responsibility and independence

· To enhance self-esteem through the provision of a work menu that is doable

· To foster self-discipline and study skills

· To further develop links between home and school

Content of Homework

It is school policy to assign appropriate class-related levels of homework as an important reinforcement in the learning process. It is the responsibility of each class teacher to set the content of the homework for their class.  

When should homework be done?

· Each family situation is different - both parents working, child minders, etc.  Ideally, homework should be done before any television is watched soon after school while your child is still fresh, however, some children need a break before starting homework.
· Homework should never be left until morning time before school.
When should parents communicate with the teachers about homework?

All children have a homework diary which parents are required to sign.  The homework diary acts as a means of communication between class teacher and parent. Parents are requested to sign their child’s homework notebook, thereby informing the teacher that the work has been checked and deemed satisfactory. The homework journal can be used to communicate with the teachers - 

· When your child cannot do homework due to family circumstances.
· When your child cannot do homework because she/he cannot understand some aspect.
· If the time being spent at homework is often longer than the recommended amount of time.
How often is homework given?

· Homework is given on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays.
· Sometimes at the discretion of the class teacher or the principal, children are given “ homework off ” as a treat or as acknowledgment of some special occasion.
· Please note extra homework may sometimes be given during the week or at the weekend if a child has not done homework, made a suitable effort or presented untidy work. 

How much (time) homework?

The following are guidelines for time spent at homework.  Different children will complete the same homework in different lengths of time.  Time spent will vary from day to day and also from the beginning to the end of the school year.  It is important to remember that it is the quality and not the quantity of homework that matters.  The following are general guidelines only: 

Suggested homework times:

Junior Infants:

5 – 10 minutes
Senior Infants:

10 – 15 minutes
1st Class:

15 – 20 minutes
2nd Class:

20 – 25 minutes
3rd Class:

25 – 30 minutes
4th Class:

30 – 35 minutes
5th Class:

35 – 40 minutes
6th Class:

40 – 50 minutes
Procedures for Parents

· Provide suitable comfortable facilities

· Remove distractions – T.V. younger siblings etc

· Help your child overcome difficulties through explanation

· Parents should not do the homework for their children

· Send a note to the class teacher if a problem arises.  This can be done through the homework diary

· Check and sign homework diaries

· Notify the class teacher if time spent on homework exceeds the recommended time

· Discourage morning homework

· Parents should have a stock of rulers, pencils, rubbers, table books etc. available should the need arise
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